Postoperative orthopedic autotransfusion. Successful management for the total knee arthroplasty patient.
Orthopedic autotransfusion is an effective technique that should be available to patients having total knee arthroplasty. Patient safety, however, must not be compromised simply because the blood is autologous. Blood products, in any form, require close observation and careful administration. The best results are achieved when the physician and all nursing departments involved have comprehensive knowledge of the system and the guidelines for its safe use.